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LONDON, Amo Dom. 1647. 


A Brief De cara T10N of thoſe thathave accepted the Truſt of Receiving andDi- 
ſtributing ſuch Sums of money as wel-affe&ed Perſons ſhall Subſcribe towards the Maintenance of hopeful 


STUDENTS atboth theUNivers1TieEs, for the ſpecdy ſupply of the Church of G OD in 
England with godly and able Miniſters. Together withR u LE $ which they among themſelves have agreed 
to obſerve therein; and ſome Motives to incite well-affeted Perſons to be affiſtant thereunto. 


H E mature and ſerious conſideration of the preſent ſad condition of the Church of G O D Withix this Kingdome, hath put «(Whoſe 
Names are hereunto annexed) upon a joynt Debate andl Conſultation both touching the Cauſes of it's Miſerie, and the proper 
Means of Remeay. 

For the firſt; We find,that the ſcarcity of a Gody, Learned, andOrthodox MINISTERY, u one great cauſe of the woful 


God, reproach of the Goſpel, hinderance of the hapy Work, of Reformation, and hazard of the eternall loſſe of many thouſand 
precious Soules. And we perceive how improbable it u that the want of ſych a Miniſtery ſhould in any reaſonable time be com- 
petently ſupplied in thoſe many Congregations thatare for preſent deſtitute, unleſſe ſome extraordinary courſe be ſpeedily taken: 
Being certainly informed that there are 'many hopefull young Students already in the Univerſity of Cambri e, diſabled to con- 
rinue there any longer; and many uh 20 and hopefull Schollers ready forthe Univerſities diſcouraged and hind-od foom gaing thithes, through lack of 
maintenance toward their ſubſiſtence there, whoſe Parents are either deſtroyid by theſe wnnaturall Wars, or miſerably impoveriſhed and undone by Want of 
Trading, heavy Taxes, Free- Quarter, Plunderings, and ſuch other Calamities as theſe (ad T imes have prodace. 
eAnd as touching the ſecond; We conceive, that one of the = ſpeed proper, and probable Remedies againſt this evil (next untd the care of provi- 
ding for thoſe who are there already ) will be, forthwith to repleniſh both the Univerſities with tore of hopefull and promiſing Plants, addifted to Learning 
and Piety ; and to ſupply them there for a convenient ſeaſon with ſome neceſary maintenance : whereby Learning may be encouraged; K nowleage, Piety, 
and all Church-Reformation promoted; and a Generation trained up, Who (through the bleſſing of our God) may become Paſtours according to Gods own 
heart, to feed the Sheep and Lambs of Chriſt with kyoWledge and underſtanding, | 
Wherenpon ve have thought it our duty ,not only to do ſomething our ſelws to this excellent End ; but alſo to commend (3 good a Work, as thus is,to all 
thoſe in and about LO N DO N orelſwhere, Whoſe hearts the Lord ſhall incline to the furtherance thereof, by a free and voluntary Subſcription of ſeveral 
Summes of money, to be paidin (either at one or more entire Payments, Yearly or Quarterly, as ſhall ſeems beſt to the Underwriters )unto ſach Treaſurers 
45 are herein named, and ſhall from time to time be appointed by the Truſtees (or ſeven of them at leaſt, viz. one Alderman, two Miniſters, and four Com- 
moners )by whoſe conſent and advice the ſaid Treaſurers may ſtill iſſue out the (ame to the End above proponnded. Wherin alſo theſe Rules ſhal be obſerved, 


| © [oo Charity ſhall be extended to ſuch Students or Schollers only, as by reaſon of their Religious education, pregnant Naturall parts and 
Learning, inclinableneſſe to,Piety and to the calling ofthe Miniftery, are hopefull to prove able and fit Inſtruments for advancing Gods 
glory, and his Churches good, 

IT. Care ſhall be had, that none of this Money ſhall be conferred upon any, but ſuch only whoſe Parents and Friends are in whole or in 
part diſabled to ſend them to the Univerſities, or maintain them there : And that more or leſle ſhall be allowed to every one, according to the 
proportion of their wants and neceſſities reſpeRively who ſhall receive it, 

ITI. Overſeers ſhall be appointed to have an eye to, and enquire after their carriage in the Vniverfiries; and if it ſhall be found either 
idle, or offenſive, and after admonition not reformed, the Exhibition allbwed to ſuch perſon or perſons ſo delinquent, ſhalbe withdrawn. 

I'V. The Exhibition allowed to any one ſhall only fo long be continued, till he ſhall be judged, by the T7#ſftees, or (ſeven of them at leaſt, 
as aboveſaid) to be competently fit for the ſervice of the Church, or be dtherwiſe provided for. | 

V. Sixof the Truſtees, viz. Two Aldermen and Four Commoners, ſhall be Treaſurers to Receive and Disburſe ſuch ſumme or ſummes of 
money as ſhall be ſubſcribed. Whereof three ſhall be New choſen every Year by the T-»ftees,on the 25, day of March,or within 14, dayes after, 
The Treaſ#rers at preſent elefted and appointed , are fames Bunce Alderman, George Witham Alderman. Chriſtopher Pack, Deputy. Walter 
Boothby Deputy. Mr. Alexander Jones and Mr. Daniel Androwes, © 

I, The Treaſ#rers that now are, or ſhall hereafter be choſen, may not admie any perſan or perſans whatſoever 40 partake any of the ſaid 
Contribution or Exhibition, without the advice and approbation of the Truſtees, or ſeven of them as before ; and that dec in writing under 
their hands at a Publike meeting, and Recorded. And there the Treaſurers (hall be accountable four times at leaſt in every Year , both touchin 
their Receipts,and their Disburſments : And to that end ſhall have Books of eAccemprs to be faithfully kept for the fatisfaRion of the Truſtees yn, 
Others as oft as need ſhall require. | + ps : 

VII. Whenſoever it ſhall fall out that any of the Forty Tr»ftees ſhall die, or remove his habitation out of the City of London ; The reſt of 
the Truſtees ſurviving or remaining, or the major part of them, ſhall meer together and eleR another in his place, from time to time : And dili- 
vent heed ſhall be taken, that ſuch Perſons only may be choſen, asare apprehended to be men of aQtive, faithfull, publique, and unanimous ſpirits; 
Men of ſound Judgement , and godly Converſation, cordially affected to the Church, and to a thorough Reformation. 


Ard for the better encouragement of all wel-affe&ed perſons to ſo good and neceſſary a work, We offer to th:ir prudent and 
piows thoughts theſe en{ning Conſiderations. 


1. Ads of charity & bounty,though but to the outward man,are as edowr of 4 ſweet ſmell to God, and ſuch ſacrifices wherewith he 1s well pleaſed, 


having many precious promiſes entailed upon them: How much more ſweet and acceptable ro God ſhall thoſe aQts of charity be, which tend to the 
relief of Soules, and may have influence into Ecernity ! 0: OTE TOH 

2. Hereby a learned and godly Miniſtery will be ſpeedily prepared, for the many thouſand Congregations in this Kingdome now deſtitute 
there.f: whereupon, Gods glory will be advanced; his Truth and Goſpel diſperſed; Ignorance, Hereſie and Impiety extirpated; the life of Re- 
ligion and Reformation increaſed; the Church of God built; and multitudes of poor Souls that fir in darkneſſe and ſhadow of death,furthered in 
their way to Heaven, both at preſent and in ſucceeding Ages. | ? : : 

3. Hereby the ſubtile devices of Satan, ftrongly working in theſe ry Fa to overthrow Truth, Godlineſle, Reformation, the Kingdome of 
Chriſtzand all the Churches happineſſe at once ( by the extirpation and ſubverſion of the godly and learned Miniſtery) ſhall be countermined and 
diſappointed , whilſt through Gods bleſſing upon theſe our endeavoursan able Miniſtery is ſet up and increaſed. : 

4. Theſe dayes of Reformation promiſe to us, that young Students in both the ——_—_— ſhall be more religioufly trained up there, and 
alſo better provided for when they return thence, then in former times they have been; which conſideration may much encourage us. 

5. The honour and credit of the Goſpel of 7e/ (hriſt, whereof England hath had ſo long, ſweet, and full enjoyment,ſhould much incite our 
zeal tocount no worldly treaſures dear unto us, that we may ſupport the ſame in its Spirituall glory, and ſo propagate it ro Poſterity. Did our 
Predeceſſors ſacrifice their lives for the Truth;and ſhall we xrudge a ſmall pittance of our eſtates for the turtherance thereof? Yea, ſhall Papiſts be 
ſo bounrifull to maincain Superſtition, ITor025-ks, to advance and propagate their blaſphemous Hereſies;and the very Heathens to uphold their vani- 
ties; And ſhall not we much more be open-hearted and open-handed to advaucc the true Reformed Religion ? - 

6. How famous hath LO N DO MN been in former times, forereRting and maintaining Lef&wres in the dark corners of this Land? How 
ave of late,in adhering to, & in adventuring their All in this great (\a»ſe of GO D? And how will it adde to their honour, peace and comfort,to 
be exemplary in this ſo good a work alſo? Who knowes, but ſuch an example of Zeal and Piety may have an influence upon other Cities and rich 
places ofthis Kingdome, to ſtir up their imitation of them herein ; which may cauſe exceeding many thankſgivings to God, both in the preſent 
and ſucceeding Generations. : 

7. Finally, it is clearly evident upon manifold experience,That as poor mens ſons for moſt part do more ſeriouſly devote themſelves to lear- 
ning then others do : So God hath plcaſed not only to open menshearts by charitable contributions to encourage their ſtudies,but alſo ro make 
muchuſe of them in the work of the Miniſtry within this Kingdom, and that in the worſt of times, for Converſion of Souls, edification of his 
Church and adyancement of the glory of his own moſt holy name. 


The names of the TRuSTE ES. 
Sir Zohn Wollafton Alder, Tho. Adams Alder , John Warner Alder, o, Langham Alder. James Bunce Alder. The. Foot ys 6 Kendrick Alder. 
ohn Byde Alder. George Witham Alder. Tho. Vyner Alder Mr. Steph, Marſhal. Mr. Edm. Calamy. Mr. Jer. Whitaker. Mr. Obad. Sedgwick, Mr. 
Sm. Aſte. Mr, Thomas (aſe. Mr. La, Seazan. Mr. Sam. (lark, Mr. Fran. Roberts. Mr. Will. Penkin, Col.Fran.Weſt. Mr.Ricb.T wrner Deputy, 
Mr. Chriſtoph. Pack, Dep. Mr. Walt.Boothby Dep. Mr.Tho. Arnola Dep. Col. Rob. Manwaring. Col. Edw. Hooker, Col. fohn Bellamie. L, Col. Lawr. 
Broomfield. Mr. Alex.Jones.Mr. Andr. Kenrick, Capt. Rich.Vennaur. Major Joſeph Vaughan, Mr. Steph. thite. Mr. James Martin, Mr. Willian 
Kendal. Mr.Dan. AndroWwes, Mi.Tho, Bewley, Mi.T emp. Milver, Mr. Lawr. Brinley. 


Ignorance, Errors, Hereſies,Blaſphemies, and Propuaneſſe ſpreading and aboundin — the Kingdom, to the diſhononr of 


te. 
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